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he was about to succeed in doing what physical
force had failed to effect at Meaux, when the
Huguenots had attempted to seize the young King
and to remove him from under the control of his
mother. Henceforth therefore her opposition to
and hatred of the Admiral became desperate and
irreconcilable. Her first object now was by fair
means or foul to remove an influence fatal to her own.

In the early summer of 1572, when Holland and Zea-
land were in arms and the Huguenots pouring over
the~ frontiers of Hainault to the assistance of the
rebels, .peace or war with Spain meant the predomi-
nance of Catherine or of Coligny.

The King's hatred of Spain, his jealousy and sus-
picion of Anjou, the great personal* influence of
Coligny, the favour of Teligny, the Admiral's son-
in-law, of La Rochefoucauld and other young Hugue-
not nobles, the obvious advantage of strengthening
the royal authority at home by a successful foreign
war were thrown into the scale against the authority,
confirmed by long habit, of the Queen-Mother, the
advice of councillors who from deference to her,
from jealousy of her opponents, or from sincere con-
viction pointed out the danger of entering upon so
formidable a struggle without any formal offensive
and defensive alliance with England, with an empty
treasury and a country exhausted by war and divided
by faction. For if the war meant, as it did, the pre-
dominance of the Protestants and their -friends,
those zealous Catholics, and they were many, who
preferred their religion to their country would be
the best allies of Philip II.